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            New York State Zoo at Thompson Park
            Scavenger Hunt

          Grades 4-8

The answers to these questions can be found on the interpretive graphics throughout the Discovery Center and Children’s Farm.

Discovery Center:

1. How did the axolotl get its name? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is North America’s biggest salamander? ______________________________________________________________
3. What is an invasive species, otherwise known as an “alien invader”? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Name a lizard in the Discovery Center that is not native to New York. ______________________________________________________________
5. Name three solid materials that Norway (brown) rats can chew through. _________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
6. Name two venomous snakes that live in New York State. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Which turtle has a bright yellow throat and looks like it is smiling? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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8. How did rusty crayfish end up in New York? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. How have populations of red-eared sliders been established all over the world?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Why are water snakes important to New York habitats? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. What is NY’s longest native snake? ______________________________________________________________
Children’s Farm:

12. What will a frightened or annoyed llama sometimes do? _____________________________________________________________
13. Some consider pigs to be the ________ (rank) smartest animals in the world. 

14. What are Shetland ponies named after? _____________________________
______________________________________________________________
15. What goat breed is born with no external ear lobes? ______________________________________________________________
16. Wild ancestors of the Sicilian miniature donkey lived in herds of up to 
__________ (number) individuals.


New York State Zoo at Thompson Park

Scavenger Hunt

Grades 4-8
ANSWER KEY:

1. It is the Aztec name for the God of Death and Deformation

2. The hellbender

3. An invasive species is one that is not native to an area, but is transported there, either on purpose or accidentally, and competes with native species for their habitat and resources.  
4. The gila monster

5. Lead, wood, concrete, steel 

6. Copperhead and Rattlesnake (although none in Jefferson County)

7. The Blanding’s turtle

8. Used as live bait by fisherman

9. Through the pet trade; sliders are the most popular turtle species sold

10. They are top predators in their habitats, keeping populations of their prey, such as fish and small rodents, under control. 

11. The black rat snake

12. Spit its cud

13. 4th 

14. The islands where they originated on the northern coast of Scotland
15. The LaMancha goat

16. 1000

